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By Conrad Prabhu

MUSCAT — A oncofia-
Kind ship tha 2ims o retrace
theepic voyage ofthe ancient
Phocnicians around Affica
more than 2,500 years ago,
as arived in Salalh.

Phoenicia, a T0-foot-long
teaditional wooden boat mod-
elled on the lines of ancient
Phocnician vessels, wil siay
inport for nearly a monh he-
ore st of i mid-Octoher.
on the next leg of its ground-
breaking voyage.

“Th vessel, powered only
by sails and rowers in keep.

ing: with the Phocnician-era
maritime _traditions, sailed
into Salalah arlir tis week
after a 12-day voyage from
the Yemeni port of Aden.
Well-known  marine
services provider, Inchespe
Shipping Services LLC, is
aversceing the Phocnicia’
Oman visit. Senior Inchezpe
exceutives in Salalah. led
by Rajeey Erath, Operations
Manager, were on hand to
greet the Phocnicia’s master,
Capt Philp Beale, and his
seven-member crew, when
the vesselsaled imo par.
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From page 1
Mariners of Oman Sail, the
Tourism Ministry’s iniative:

10 promote Oman's seafuring
heritage, as wel s popul
ising sailing as an adventure.
sport, provided assstance in
berthing the enineless ves-
sl

The Salalah halt marks
the start of the second leg of
a voyage around Africa that
aims 1o recreate the fist cir-
cumnavigation of the coni-
nent by Phocnician mariners

2 600 BC.

Hailed a5 the first_tuly.
elobal civlisation, the Phoc-
nicians thrived across a vast
Mediterranean bel hat o ther
heyday ncompassed parts of
modemn-day Syria, Lebanon
and Palestine. They e cred-
ited with aking martime trad-
ing to e heiehs rom acound.
1550 BC 10 300 BC.

ignificndy, the Sulian-
ate is the only couniry i the
Arbian Gulf that figures an
the Phoenicia’s epic voyage

through the region. Phase One.
of the expedition bean in Ar-
wad (Syria) in August 2008
and rounded off in Hodéidsh
(Yemen) in January this year
afler lengthy port stays in
Egypt and Sudan.

Phase Two of the voyage
began last month from the
Yemeni port city of Aden
From Salalsh, the ship will
cross the Hom of Affica and
sail down the east const of
Africa with port calls planned
in Tanzania, Mozambique and
South Afrca, among other
countries. Afier a potentially
perilous cruise past the Cape
of Good Hope, the 40-tone
crafl will continue its voyage
up the west const of Africa
hrough the Staits of Gibral-
ar and across the Meditera-
neanto Sy

Athind phase of the voyage
begins in the summer of 2010
when the Phocnicia_heas
from Malta and Gibraliar o
the United Kingdorm, by which
time it would have logged a

total distance of 17,000 miles
over 24 months.

The expediion’s backer:
have deseribed the voyage o
a bold and ambitious bid L
“rediscover and document the
cerets of ancient Phoeniciar
mariners”.The project aim
10 recteate “onc of mankind -
greatest exploratory voyage:
in the istory of seafaring’

and buil with the use of rad
tional Phoenician construction
methods and materials based
on_evidence gameredfrom
shipwrecks and archacologi
cal findings. Bereft of engine
power or any of the modern
navigation _equipment and
amenidies usually found o
‘modemn-day ships, the Phoen
i sails purely with the id o©
rowing oars, seering oars and
a solilary square rig. AL the
helmis UK-based adsenturer
Capt Philip Beale, who came.
intemational fame when he
led the 2003 Borobudur Shi
Expedition.





