
PHOENICIA  THE PHOENICIAN SHIP EXPEDITION CIRCUMNAVIGATING AFRICA
  Report 14th November 2009.

Five members of the Royal Navy of Oman have experienced their first three weeks under sail with the replica Phoenician ship on the latest leg of the Phoenicia's circumnavigation of Africa from Salalah to East Africa. The ship left Salalah Port on the 25th October and has just crossed the equator, having sailed further east than originally planned to avoid the threat of Somali pirates.

The members of the Royal Navy of Oman on board Phoenicia are Youssof Al Agbri, Rashid Al Ghuzaili, Abdulla Al-Balushi, Khalifa Alzaabi and Salah Al-Khatari. They have been participating in crewing the ship and have been experiencing sailing and navigating this square rigged vessel from the era of 600 bc. In particular they have been involved in trimming and hoisting the various sails, changing tack and helming the ship as well as general duties of running the ship, such as checking the bilges for water and galley duties. They have successfully worked with the other members of the international crew from the UK, Sweden, Brazil and Indonesia in a spirit of co-operation and adventure.

The current leg of the voyage is expected to last two more weeks before the ship's arrival in East Africa when the Omani crew members will return to Muscat. Phoenicia will then sail on for Mozambique and South Africa to continue its circumnavigation.
