ARSI WHIT TTUIGALS LT DL Liluuliiniaviyduor O Airca In buue

Student wins place or
nce-in-a-lifetime trif

By IAN McDONALD
@n modonad@dorselechn oo,k

OUNG Weymouth adventurer has
i 4 place on a once-in-a-lifetime
edition sailing from Syria around
ica.

an Bainbridge will take part in the
enician Ship Expedition, reereating
firsi circammavigation of tha conti-
t by Phoenician mariners in 8MBC,
iteam - led by Philip Beals — will do so on
i a replica of the ancient Mediterranean
2], currently being bailt in Syria.

gy will be without modern pleasures such
mning-water and will sail through danger-
vaters and recions nolorious for pirates.

in sait: “It's so prestigious to be involved.
pprehensive because it's the unknown but
"t wait o get poing "

in, 22, of WyEe Road, was in the middle of
A-Levels at Weymouth College when Mr
¢ led his Borobudur Ship Expedition from
1egia to West Africa in 2003

&hen the new Phoenician venture came up
&8s he finished his university degree he
ed immediately

n, who studied international development
e third world at the University of Esast
on, said he lacks expericnce.

1 probably one of the least experienced
members but I'm frying to get as much
on the water as possible.” hie said.

was & slight point of contention but: the
i S0 unigue, it’s = replica of a 2 500 vearold
I} s0 none of us have =ailed anything like
iefore. As long as I've got some hasic skills
now a few kmots I'm sure T'll be okay™

b, whe has been on) Dorset Expeditionary
¥ venbires fo the US and Kenva, sald the
816 vorage would be tricky

ere's- a risk of pirates, especially off
lia.,” he said. “But we're doing evervthing
n to avoid dangerous situstions.

a Cape of Good Hope is notorions to

Do 0 - -

negotiale, especially in ships ke ours, but I'm
fully aware of the risks My family arve a bit wor-
riad but thév're also very suppartive”

John, who has sought -assistance from
Weymouth ¥achi chandlers Buzesils in prepara-
tion, s3id the ship is very basic.

“There are no compromizes" he said “Trs
very realistic and the shower will be a bucketon
the end of a rope.

“This is the first time anyone’s fried to build &
replica and it's awakened Iots of academic
interest. The ship will he exhibited in the
British Museum afierwands.
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“The whole point is proving the Phoenicians
wers the first fo circumnavigate Africa.
Hopefully ifll inspire others to learn more
about them.”

Former Wey Valley School stiadent John said
the trip was the ‘perfect opportunity’.

He added: “We're parinered with the non-
overnmental organisation WaterAid and I'll be
their point of ‘contact on the ship.

"It shonld really complement what 1 stodied
and 'l he immersing myself in exscily what
I've learnt. Hopefully it'll lead to more work
with NGO= in the future™




